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Dunster House Premedical Committee

Questionnaire 

Instructions: This questionnaire provides information to the Dunster Premedical Committee that is used to identify strengths and weaknesses in your record, to guide our counseling of you, and to create a framework for your Dean’s Letter. This supplement must be emailed to your non-res tutor, Kevin Zheng (kevinzheng@hms.harvard.edu), Tamina Kienka (tamina_kienka@hms.harvard.edu), EJ Kim (eunjaekim@hms.harvard.edu), and Juliet Musabeyezu (juliet_musabeyezu@hms.harvard.edu) by April 12, 2024.
Part 1: Personal Information and High School Background

Name:_______________________________________

1.
High School: __________________________
Location (city, state):__________________

2.
List your most significant high school honors and a brief description of each: 

	Answer in this space.

                                                                                                                                           .                       


3.
List your most significant high school activities.  For each, include the name of the activity, years involved, time commitment per week, and a brief description. 

	Answer in this space.

                                                                                                                                           .                       


Part 2: Academics at Harvard College

4.
If you transferred into Harvard, list the name of your original university, the date you transferred, and the reason for transfer: 

	Answer in this space.

                                                                                                                                           .                       


5.
Concentration: ___________________   Secondary Field/Citation:________________

6.   If you have switched concentrations, list prior field and reason for changing: 

	Answer in this space.

                                                                                                                                           .                       


7. GPA (use 4.0 scale)


Cumulative:   




________



Science (ALL Biology, Math, Chemistry, Physics):  ________



Non-Science: 




________


Use the following scale to compute your science, non-science, and cumulative GPAs:




A
=4.0
C-
=1.7




A-
=3.7
D+
=1.3




B+
=3.3
D
=1.0




B
=3.0
D-
=0.7




B-
=2.7
E
=0.0




C+
=2.3

A half course counts as 4 credit hours; a full course 8 credit hours.  Multiply each grade's numerical value by the number of credit hours.  Sum the credit points obtained and divide by the total number of credit hours to obtain the GPA.  Note that Pass/Fail courses and CR/No-CR courses are excluded from the GPA.

8. MCAT

When did you take/plan to take the MCAT (if > 1 time, please list all dates):    _____________

Scores (if > 1 time, please list all scores; list your cumulative score, you subsection scores, and the corresponding percentiles):
 
9.
List the courses that you will use to fulfill premed requirements, and give your grade in each. NOTE: some schools have unique class requirements, school-specific requirements can be found on the Medical School Admissions Requirements (MSAR) website.


Course / GPA

Biology: 
_________________/_____    
__________________/_____

Inorganic Chemistry: 
_________________/_____
__________________/_____

Organic Chemistry: 
_________________/_____
__________________/_____

Math:
_________________/_____
__________________/_____

Physics:
_________________/_____
__________________/_____

English:
_________________/_____
__________________/_____

10. Please comment on any weaknesses in your academic record, which you feel require further explanation (e.g. adverse circumstances, poor advising, bad judgment): 

	Answer in this space.

                                                                                                                                           .                       


11. What are you most proud of, from an academic perspective, since beginning Harvard? What do you consider to be your greatest academic accomplishment?

	Answer in this space.

                                                                                                                                           .                       


12. If you have taken a leave of absence, describe the circumstances: 

	Answer in this space.

                                                                                                                                           .                       


13. If you have been subject to Ad Board action (academic or disciplinary), describe the circumstances: 

	Answer in this space.

                                                                                                                                           .                       


14.
If you are writing / have written a thesis, list your supervisor, his/her academic title and department, location of laboratory (if applicable), and a brief description of your project: 
	Answer in this space.

                                                                                                                                           .                       


15.
If you are interested in medical research in your future, explain why and how you hope to pursue this goal.  Please also highlight all of your research experiences (not just medical; could be physics, history, etc.) in college or after college, even if you are not interested in medical research in your future:

	Answer in this space.

                                                                                                                                           .                       


16.
Explain why public service has or has not been an important part of your extracurricular experience:

	Answer in this space.

                                                                                                                                           .                       


17.
Describe how you spent your summers as a Harvard undergraduate:

Freshman year: _________________________________________________________________

Sophomore year:________________________________________________________________

Junior Year:____________________________________________________________________

Part 3 (For Alumni Applicants / Current Seniors Only): Time After College

18.  What year will/did you graduate from Harvard?

19.  If you are an alum, what have you done since graduating college?  Be as specific as possible (include jobs, education, accomplishments, lessons learned, etc.)
20.  If you are currently a senior, what are your plans for the time between college graduation and medical school matriculation?  Be as specific as possible.

21. If you are an alum, how has your time since graduating college informed/affected your decision to apply to medical school?

Part 4: Motivations for Entering Medicine

22.
PERSONAL STATEMENT DRAFT: along with this questionnaire, please e-mail us a draft of your personal statement for medical school. Please note, we DO NOT expect this to be your finalized personal statement; rather, this draft will be a starting point on a work-in-progress that will develop into your finalized personal statement over the next two months. 
23. Explain why you want to become a doctor in 2 sentences or less.

	Answer in this space.

                                                                                                                                           .                       


24. Describe personal experiences you have had with the medical world (e.g. volunteer work in health care setting, family exposure, being a patient yourself, etc.).  Be as specific as possible: 

	Answer in this space.

                                                                                                                                           .                       


Part 5: Recommendations

(Due in the House Office by May 14)

25. List the letters which you would like the Dunster Premedical Committee to use in writing your Dean’s Letter. You should also update this information in your Applicant Google Doc. Harvard College no longer allows Premedical Committee members to assist students in selecting among confidential letters (i.e. those letters for which you have waived rights). We recommend that you select between four and five letters. 
Generally, your recommendations serve as an additional perspective to tell your story. Select letters from people who know you well, and can cover different aspects of your story. If you did not major in a science, it is recommended that one of your letters be from a science professor or TF. See the premed manual and your advisors for guidance on selecting people to write your recommendations.
(Please include full title, i.e. Professor, Assistant Professor, M.D., Ph.D., etc.):


1 _______________________________________________________________________


2 _______________________________________________________________________


3 _______________________________________________________________________


4 _______________________________________________________________________


5 _______________________________________________________________________

ALL LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE HOUSE BY

May 15
(*To be received by the house May 14, you should ask your recommender absolutely no later than April 14. Exceptions to this deadline are only made for experiences occurring during this summer, i.e. the summer in which you are applying.)

26.
This is a long process. You will submit your application in June, but most schools don’t make offers of admission until February and March. Students are often seeking admittance off of wait lists in July and August. 

27.  Applying to medical school is a long, expensive, and competitive process. It is important that you have realistic expectations and a realistic evaluation of where you stand among other applicants in the process. Please attempt to evaluate yourself as honestly as possible. Consider your strengths and weaknesses. 

28.  In the space below, list the medical schools to which you will apply. Note that this is just a preliminary list—the final list is due to Diana on Friday, June 25. We recommend that our typical applicants with good clinical and research exposure and average GPA for premed applicants (3.5-3.7) apply to at least 20-25 schools. Of course there are other factors to be considered, and no applicant is the same -- OCS and your non-resident tutor will be able to give you advice on this. School specific information can be found through the AAMC’s Medical Student Admissions Requirements (MSAR) you must pay for access to this resource, other school specific information can be found on the OCS website. No matter the strength of your application, you should list several “safety schools.” Students with a very low GPA (below 3.3) should apply to at least 30 schools, and should apply to several schools that tend to accept Harvard College applicants with low GPA’s. Students in this category should also consider foreign medical schools.  

Part 6: Work / Activities

The information to be filled out below is in the same format as that on the “Experiences” section of the AMCAS application.  This will not only help us become more familiar with you as an applicant, but will also assist you in preparing for the AMCAS application.

The “Experiences” section of the AMCAS application is designed to give you the opportunity to include in your application any work or extracurricular experiences, awards, honors or publications that you would like to bring to the attention of the medical schools to which you are applying. You will be able to enter a maximum of fifteen experiences when completing the AMCAS application. 

Only significant experiences should be included, and medical schools have indicated that they are more interested in quality than quantity. Enter each experience only once. Repeated experiences should only be entered once. For example, applicants who make the Dean’s List for multiple terms should enter this experience only once; applicants can indicate that the experience was repeated in the explanation field. 

For each experience entry, choose from the following list the experience type that best describes each experience. 

	Paid Employment— Not Military 
	Conferences Attended

	Paid Employment—Military 
	Presentations/Posters 

	Community Service/Volunteer—Not Medical/Clinical 
	Publications

	Community Service/Volunteer—Medical/Clinical 
	Extracurricular/Hobbies/ Avocations

	Research/Lab 
	Leadership—Not Listed Elsewhere 

	Teaching/Tutoring
	Other 

	Honors/Awards/Recognition 


Include the following information for each experience you decide to enter. Copy this box as many times as needed so you can complete the information for each experience you intend to enter into your application:

	Type (see list above) * 

	Dates* From (month/day/year)* To (month/day/year)* 

	Organization Name 

	Average hours per week 

	Country 
	State/Province 
	City 

	Contact Name 
	Contact Title 

	Contact Daytime Telephone Number 
	Contact E-mail Address 

	Experience Description: The available space for each description is 1,325 characters (including spaces). Hard returns (‘enter’ key) count as two characters. 


The Last Question: Please include a digital picture of yourself. This can be a simple headshot, a picture of you doing something that you love, or a memorable experience. 
Answer in this space.  





Answer in this space.  





Answer in this space.  









